
February 1, 2019

Notes from Mrs. Carpenter

KINDNESS WEEK (FEBRUARY 11-15)
We have a lot of exciting things planned as we focus on kindness all week in 
conjunction with the national Random Acts of Kindness Week!  Some of our 
activities include…

● A kick-off to Kindness Week assembly featuring Savannah Cooper
● A combined-specials day with opportunities for students to plan and work 

on acts of kindness
● Kindness quotes and ideas announced school-wide by students daily
● A school-wide Kindness pledge and banner
● Students will plan acts of kindness for their “buddy class”
● A school-wide Kindness Tree art project

Please join us by talking with your student(s) about the importance of being kind to 
others, asking them about what they are doing at school throughout the week, and 
even planning an “act of kindness” that you can do together as a family!

“There are three ways to achieve ultimate success.  The first is to be kind, the 

second is to be kind, and the third is to be kind.”  -Fred Rogers

ATTENDANCE
School attendance is very important to your child’s success in school.  We need to 

make an intentional effort to see that our children are in school each and every day. 

Please make sure to turn in a parent or doctor’s note when your child is absent. A 

parent/guardian may write a note for a total of six (6) absences per year. The note 

should include the current date, the student’s first and last name, the date(s) of the 

absence(s), the reason for the absence(s) and the parent/guardian signature. 

Parents/guardians may write a note of excuse as a hard copy or via email. If an email 

is sent for an excuse, it must be accompanied by a follow up phone call by the 

parent before it is accepted. If a note is not received within five days, the absence 

may be considered unexcused.

In addition, each classroom is working towards 10 perfect attendance days to 

receive a popcorn party. Thank you for your help in keeping attendance a priority at 

RDES! Please call the school if you have any questions.

CAREER DAY
Our annual Career Day is Friday, March 29th. We are looking for people to share 

their career with our students. Each presenter is asked to have a short 

presentation/talk prepared. Our students love interacting with different items that 

are part of the careers they are learning about as well.  If you would be interested in 

sharing, please email or call Emily Andrews (emily.andrews@jessamine.kyschools.us 

or 885-6670).

PTO
Next PTO Meeting: 

2/19 @3pm in the Library

PTO NEWSLETTER: Watch your 

child’s backpack for a newsletter 

from our PTO. The newsletter will be 

sent in the next week or two.

BOX TOPS: Please continue to send 

in Box Tops! A new competition has 

started and will go until March. 

Remember that Box Tops need to be 

cut so that the expiration date can 

still be read, and they need to not be 

expired already.

Important Dates

2/11-2/15: Kindness Week

2/18: NO SCHOOL-- 
Presidents’ Day

2/25-3/1: “I Love to Read” 
Week

3/14: Math & Literacy Night
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by Matthew Moore

Did you know that students can still fall behind in 
school even if they miss just a day or two every few 
weeks?  By sixth grade, absenteeism is one of the 
signs that a student may drop out of high school and 
believe it or not, by ninth grade, regular attendance is 
a better predictor of graduation than eighth grade test 
scores.  Research has linked good attendance, starting in 
kindergarten, all the way through high school, to higher 
achievement, lower rates of delinquent behavior, and 
increased participation in higher education. 

We work hard to make our schools inviting and 
engaging places where students can build relationships 
and learn. We have made a concerted effort to improve 
attendance with strategies that include a focus on 
engaging and relevant instruction, implementing support 
systems to address barriers, offering incentives to 
encourage good attendance, and applying consequences 
when attendance expectations are not met.  From 
supporting students with medical conditions through a 
Health Advisory Committee, to the Truancy Diversion 
Program in place to help truant middle schoolers and 
freshmen return to the classroom, to counseling services 
to address students’ needs, our goal is to provide the 
support necessary for students to be in school where they 
can best learn and grow to their full potential.    

In the 2017-18 school year, the district attendance rate 
was 94.3%, which is among the highest rates since way 
back in the 1993-94 school year, a quarter of a century 
ago!   We celebrate your efforts and your commitment to 
supporting good school attendance; we could not do this 
without you.  We hope that you will continue to stress the 
importance of coming to school, as we are dedicated to 
further improvement and we value our partnership with 
you in these efforts. 

 Attendance patterns are formed early; children who 
develop good habits in the primary grades will be more 
likely to attend regularly throughout their schooling.  
Making sure your child is at school every day is one of 
the most powerful ways that you can ensure success and 
develop good habits.  Attending school, even when they 
“don’t really feel like it,” develops a strong work ethic 
and prepares kids to meet future obligations.  

Here’s how your family can help:
• Make school a priority.  Let your children know that 

you expect them to go to school every day and to give 
the best effort possible.  

• Observe the school schedule.  Demonstrate the 
value that you place on your children’s attendance by 
planning family vacations during school breaks and 
scheduling appointments during non-school hours 
whenever possible.

• Help your children get organized.  Develop a 
routine for getting ready for school, concentrating  
on preparation the night before, making mornings  
less hectic and helping kids get ready and onto the 
bus on time.  

• Set a time for doing homework and a time for 
going to bed.  Unfinished homework and too little 
sleep are common reasons why children say that they 
don’t feel well on school mornings.

• Stay informed and communicate with your child’s 
school.  Through the parent portal of Infinite Campus, 
our student information system, you can access live, 
up-to-date information on your child’s attendance and 
number/type of absences.  Also, stay in touch with the 
school office regarding reasons for absences, medical 
conditions that might interfere with attendance and 
other concerns. 

Our district-wide grade level attendance competition, 
“March2Greatness,” will begin soon.  Be on the lookout 
for more information from your child’s school and please 
plan to use this opportunity to talk with your child about 
the importance of school attendance and its link to student 
success. Thank you for working in partnership with us 
to ensure that your child takes advantage of every school 
day to learn, grow, and become life ready.  

Attendance Matters!


